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And this repressive influence, which was exerted
effectually enough in the German federation, was
worked with a yet greater degree of minute particu-
larity in the hereditary States of Austria. Here no
book, paper, or pamphlet of a liberal tendency was
admitted. Here there was neither parliament nor
any minor organ for the expression of local grievances.
The Government was a pure bureaucracy and was
intended to exhibit to the world the model of a
stationary and orderly State. Such a policy could
not endure. The world was moving on and Austria
stood still. It is impossible to draw a spiritual cordon
round a great people. The Teutonic races felt,
doubtless in a less degree than the French and Italians,
but still in a notable measure, the liberal impulses of
the world. They followed the liberation of South
America ; they marked the triumph of Greece and
the success of Belgium; they were immediately
affected by the fall of Charles X. of France. The
cause of monarchy incarnate in such men as Louis
Philippe and Frederick William IV. of Prussia and
Ferdinand of Austria, so far from appearing sacred,
was not even dignified. It was a not uncommon
opinion that the monarchies of Europe were anomalous
obstacles which it was the duty of a vigorous and
enlightened civilization to clear away from its path.

It is -needless to say that there had never been an
Italian republic. The republican tradition of the
country, such as it was, was civic and separatist, not
national or making for consolidation, but as the spirit
of the French Revolution sped through the country
with its disintegrating doctrine of the Rights of Man,
these ancient maxims of collective and honourable
egotism became unfashionable with that class which